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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE.

hene o

T affords us great pleasure to publish this fine
and hitherto unattempted work in Sanskrit.
Till now the History of Sanskrit Literature

was known to Sanskrit Pandits only by name.
Hence we considered it a matter of pride to
undertake the publication of this work when it
was suggested to us by the learned authors.

A perusal of this excellent work would show
how very essential this is to our Pandit scholars
for a right understanding of the criticisms of
Western Sanskrit scholars on our Vedic Literature.
‘We are sure that Sanskrit scholars all over the
country will welcome the publication of this work.

We are unable to adequately express our
immense debt of gratitude to the authors for the
monumental work they have turned out. Being
the first attempt on the subject, the authors must
have had great difficulties to contend against.

We feel sure that the flowing and lucid style
of this work and the priceless foreword will bear
greater testimony to the rare abilities of the
authors than all that we can express.

In conclusion, we hope that this will be the
first of the series of such works that will be
pubished by us one after another. .

THE PUBLISHERS.



PREFACE.
—eA—

A S soon as I returned from England after com-
A pleting an advanced course of Research

training at the University of Oxford, through
the generosity of the Government of India who
helped me substantially with a scholarship, I felt
a huge barrier just in front of me dividing me from
the indigenous orthodox Pandit-world and the high
ideals of scientific criticism I had imbibed from the
West. Being myself a scion of an illustrious
family of renowned Sanskrit scholars, I was much
agitated at the Pandits’ contempt for and disbelief
in scientific methods. As Dr. Jha has put it so well
in his valuable ‘Foreword’, the pandit was not to
be blamed at all. It was his ignorance of the
historic and comparative method that was really
the cause of his ‘narrow’ outlook and not his
‘innate’ incapacity. I therefore decided that I
should do something to meet the Pandit on his own
ground. Rather than write an original treatise in
Sanskrit embodying the results of Occidental Scho-
larship, I thought that the presentation in Sanskrit
of standard works of merit of Western Scholars
would attract the attention of Pandits and induce
them to give their full attention, for a considered
repartee too, if need be, to such works.
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What should be the first work that is selected
for such a purpose was not a difficult problem at
all. As far as the Vedic portion is concerned,
Professor Macdonell’s History of Sanskrit Litera-
ture holds a pre-eminent place amongst such works.
Personally, my humble Guru-Dakshina to my
revered Guru, Professor Macdonell, gets paid. I
decided therefore to translate Chapters I-1X of
Professor Macdonell’'s History of Sanskrit Litera-
ture which deals in full with the Vedic portion.
I was fortunate in securing an excellent collabora-
tor in Pandit K. L. V. Sastry. The English
language has a peculiar charm. The :Sanskrit
language is deep and yet past the stage of daily
development. To convey the spirit of the former
into the latter without being grandiose or redundent
is indeed a difficult task. But I have no doubt my
Pandit friend and myself have achieved some
measure of success which has encouraged us to
place our humble effort before the Pandit-world
for its acceptance, assimilation and enrichment
of the immortal heritage of this Holy land of ours.

Mr. Subrahmanya Vadhyar of Palghat is a
well-known publisher of important and rare Sans-
krit works and spares neither time nor money to
promote the spread of Sanskrit. When we casually
explained the purpose of our book, he came forward
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to undertake the publication and pressed us for the
manuscripts. All true lovers of Sanskrit, therefore,
owe him a deep debt of gratitude for such willing
and enthusiastic response in such a noble cause.

To Professor Macdonell who procured for me
permission from Messrs. Heinemann & Sons, London,
for translating the work and to Mahamahopadhyaya
Dr. Ganganath Jha who has blessed us with his
¢ Foreword ' we tender our heartfelt thanks.

We venture to hope that this little work of
ours will set the Pandit-world athinking. We
shall not rest satisfied that our work is done till we
get, tangible proofs in the form of Khandana-
granthas from our erudite Pandit-Scholars. For
then, we would know that the scientific and com-
parative method has already begun to bear fruit
in our own soil.

TANJORE,
15-8-27, P. P. S. SASTRI.



FOREWORD.

A QN

HAVE been asked to write a Foreword to ‘A

1 History of Vedic Literature’ by Messrs.
P. P. S. Sastri and K. L. V. Sastri. It is a
rendering into Sanskrit of the first nine chapters
of Macdonell's History of Sanskrit Literature.
Thero is a growing body of young Pandits trained
in our indigenous Patasalas who are eager to
acquaint themselves with the results of modern
methods of study and research. A book in Sanskrit,
therefore, on this subject has long been a desidera-
tum. There is yet another body of Pandits who
would benefit by a book like this. It is no secret
that our Pandits, as a rule, do not acquiesce in the
conclusions arrived at by modern scholars; but
hitherto they have contented themselves by only
ignoring their conclusions as based upon sheer
ignorance. They have not been able to study the
why and wherefore of these conclusions; and the
inevitable result of this has been that whenever
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any one of them has attempted a criticism of these
conclusions he has made himself ludicrous. With
the present book before him the Pandit will now
be able to judge of modern scholarship at its true
value and he will also know now how to meet the
conundrums propounded by the modern scholar.

A work of this kind could not have found
a better author than Messrs. Sastris. Both are
steeped in the traditional learning and one of them
has had the full modern training at Oxford. It is
fervently hoped that the book will be read by a
large number of our Pandits in all Patasalas spread
over the country.

GANGANATH JHA,

ALLAHABAD, } Vice-Chancellor,
9-11-'26. Unmversity of Allahabad.
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